BOROUGH  OF  LLANIDLOES 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


and  of  the 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 


OF  HEALTH 


1955. 


-■ 


BOROUGH OP  LLANIDLOES 


Chairman 

Members 

STAFF 

Medical  Officer 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Alderman  H.  N.  Meredith. 

Alderman  H.  J.  B.  Watkins  (Mayor). 
Councillor  T.  W*  Benbow 
Councillor  E.  Williams 
Councillor  W.  E.  Jones 
Councillor  Mrs  A.  M.  Shimmin. 


of  Health  - Amelia  Evans,  B.Sc.,  M.B. 

D.P.H. 


B.Ch 


Sanitary  Inspector 


J. LI. Williams,  M.B.E.,  M.R.S.H 
M*  S • I .A . 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2885598x 


TO  THE  M.YOR,  ALDER  HEN  & COUNCILLORS 


Gentlemen? 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  your  Borough  for  the  year 
1955. 

It  is  arranged  in  accordance  with  the  Welsh  Board  of 
Health  Circular  17/55  (Wales). 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 


The  birth  rate  for  1955  was  11.61+  per  1,000  population. 

In  1954  this  rate  was  12.44*  In  the  urban  districts  of  the 
County  the  birth  rate  was  15*53  per  1,000  population  and  in  the 
whole  County  14.87. 

Thero  were  no  still  births  in  1955  nor  in  1954*  In  the 
urban  districts  tho  rate  was  2.2$  of  live  births  and  in  the 
County  2.6$  of  live  births. 

There  wore  no  illegitimate  births  in  1955  nor  in  1954* 

In  urban  districts  the  rate  of  illegitimate  births  was  4*8$  of 
total  births  and  in  tho  County  it  was  3*0$. 

Infant  Mortality 

There  were  two  deaths  of  infants  undor  1 year,  giving  a 
rate  of  74  per  1,000  livo  births,  compared  with  nil  in  1954* 

Tho  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  urban  districts  was 
23  and  in  tho  County  as  a whole  it  was  28. 

Both  those  deaths  occurred  under  4 weeks;  one  was  a baby 
a day  old,  doath  being  duo  to  prematurity.  Tho  other  was  a 
week  old  and  death  was  duo  to  acute  ontoro-coli ti s. 

Tho  infant  mortality  rate  of  74  in  Llanidloes  was  tho 
highest  for  any  district  in  the  County  and  this  dospite  tho  care 
that  is  afforded  to  babies  and  every  effort  made  to  try  to 
prevent  such  a high  mortality. 
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Deaths 

There  were  46  heaths  from  all  causos  in  1955,  giving  a 
rato  of  19*83  per  1,000  population,  compared  with  19*31  in  1954 
and  comparod  with  12*70  in  the  urban  districts  and  with  12.57 
for  the  wholo  County. 

This  is  tho  highest  death  rato  for  any  district  in  the 
Co  un  ty . 

There  was  no  death  directly  attributable  to  tuberculosis. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Soction  47 
No  action  was  taken  under  this  Act. 

Housing 

Tho  Council  has  proceeded  with  its  housing  programme 
satisfactorily  in  1955  and  11  housos  wero  completed. 

The  now  housing  estate  is  an  attractive  one  and  tho 
Council  is  rohousing  people  who  are  in  tho  most  need  as  quickly 
as  possible. 

Infectious  Disoasos 

In  common  with  the  rest  of  tho  Country,  Llanidloos 
experienced  one  outbreak  of  measles  during  1955,  109  cases  being 
repor  tod. 

There  were  no  other  outbreaks  of  a serious  nature. 


I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  Mr. Williams, 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  constant  co-operation  and 
efficiency  in  performance  of  the  many  and  varied  duties  which 
faco  him  daily.  He  has  boon  such  a reliable  and  helpful 
c ollcaguo . 

Mr, Grimes,  also,  has  on  many  occasions  been  of  much 
assists  nco. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  I would  like  to 
express  my  gratitude  for  tho  concern  they  feel  about  matters 
relating  to  the  health  of  the  Borough  and  for  the  interest  they 
show  and  understanding  they  have  for  tho  various  problems  which 
confront  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  from  time  to  time. 

I am,  Mr.  Btfayor  and  Members, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


AMELIA  EVANS 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


(Based  on  t he  Rogistrar-G-onor  al*  s Mid-year  Estimate ) 


1954 

1935 

Area  in  acres 

617 

617 

Population 

2,330 

2,320 

Rateable  Value 

£9,623 

£9,837 

Sum  represented  by  penny 
rate 

£33*  3s. lid. 

£35*  8s. 9d. 

j 

Live  Births 


1954 

1955 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total 

18 

11 

29 

12 

15 

27 

Legitimate 

18 

11 

29 

12 

15 

27 

Illegitimate 
Birth  rato  per  1,000 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Population: - 
Por  Llanidloes 
For  Urban  Areas  in  the 

12.44 

11.64 

County 

14-96 

15.  53 

For  Montgomeryshire 

15. 50 

14*87 

Deaths 


1954 

1955 

Male  Female  Total 

Malo  Femalo  Total 

All  agos 

24  21  45 

28  18  46 

Death  rato  per  1,000 

Population: - 

For  Llanidloes 

19-31 

19-83 

For  Urban  Areas 

12.69 

12.70 

For  Montgomeryshire 

12.33 

12.57 
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Age  at  Death  - All  Causes . 


1954 

1955 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0 

- 1 year 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

1 

- 5 years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

- 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

— 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35 

— 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

45 

— 

2 

2 

4 

0 

0 

0 

55 

— 

2 

2 

4 

7 

4 

11 

65 

— 

8 

4 

12 

8 

6 

14 

75 

— 

10 

9 

19 

9 

6 

15 

85 

and  over 

2 

4 

6 

1 

2 

3 

' 

24 

21 

45 

28 

18 

46 

Causes  of  Death 


1954 

1955 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Othor  tuberculosis 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  disease 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  infections 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  infective  and 

parasitic  diseases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Malignant  neoplasm-stomach 

2 

0 

2 

3 

0 

3 

” Lung,  bronchus 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

11  Breast 

- 

1 

1 

- 

0 

0 

" Uterus 

- 

1 

1 

- 

0 

0 

Other  malignant  and 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Leukaemia 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Diabetes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of 

4 

nervous  system 

2 

6 

8 

2 

6 

Coronary  disease  (angina) 

8 

3 

11 

8 

2 

10 

Hypertension  with  heart 

0 ! 

di sease 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Other1  heart  disease 
Othor  circulatory  disoaso 
Inf luonza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 
Othor  diseases  of 
respiratory  systom 
Ulcor  of  stomach,  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis, 
diarrhooa 

Nephritis,  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Prognancy,  childbirth, 
abortion 

Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and 
ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  othor  accidents 
Suicido 


1954 

1955 

Male 

Female 

To  tal 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

6 

2 

1 

3 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

- 

0 

0 

— 

0 

0 

0 

— 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

3 

3 

2 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

24 

21 

45 

28 

18 

46 

TUBERCULOSIS 

There  were  4 now  casos  of  tuberculosis  notified  in  1955. 

All  wore  casos  of  pulmonary  tuborculosis  in  males  ages  - 12, 
18,  60  and  73  years. 

There  was  ono  case  remov/ed  from  tho  register  due  to  tho  death 
of  tho  pationt  from  a cause  other  than  tuberculosis.  This  was  a 
fomalo  who  was  notified  in  1947  whon  agod  55. 

There  wero  37  cases  on  tho  rogistor  at  the  ond  of  tho  year. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Scarlet  fever 

- 

None 

Whooping  cough 

- 

4 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

N one 

Me a si e s 

- 

109 

Liphthoria 

- 

Nono 

Acuto  pneumonia 

— 

None 

Dysentery 

- 

None 

Small  Pox 

- 

None 

Typhoid 

- 

Nono 

Erisipcla  s 

— 

N one 

Food  poisoning 

- 

None 
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AGE  AND  SEX  DISTRIBUTION  OR  MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH 


Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Malo  Female 

Total 

Malo  Female 

Tdtal 

Under  1 year 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1-2  years 

0 0 

0 

6 

5 

11 

3 - 4 " 

1 0 

1 

18 

14 

32 

5 - 9 " 

1 2 

3 

29 

32 

61 

io  - 14  ” 

0 0 

0 

4 

1 

5 

15  - 24  ” 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

2 2 

4 

57 

52 

109 

Quarterly  Distribution 
1st  Quarter.  January 

March 

None 

2nd  Quarter.  April 

- Juno 

4 cases 

of  Whooping  Cough 

2 casos 

of  measles 

3rd  Quarter.  July 

September 

71  cases 

of 

moaslo  s 

4th  Quarter.  October 

- December 

36  cases 

of 

measle  s 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  BOROUGH . 

Amb ulanco  Tho  local  service  consists  of  the  St.John  Ambulanco 

and  is  responsible  to  the  Ambulanco  Committco  of  tho  County  Council 
Health  Committco.  Telephone  Llanidloes  381* 

Sitting  car  sorvico  All  requests  to  County  Hoalth  Offices, 
Newtown.  Telephone  Newtown  205. 

Children*  s Officer  The  Children’s  Officer  is:  - 

Mr.  S.  M.  Parsons,  appointed  in  May,  1955. 

Children’s  Dopartmont, 

County  Offices,  Welshpool.  Telephone  Welshpool  228. 

Tho  Children’s  Reception  Homo, 

12,  Bronwylfa, 

Welshpool.  Telephone  Welshpool  109 


Domiciliary  Midwifery  and  Homo  Nursing  The  Borough  is  served  by 
Sister  R.  E.  Jones,  Dudley  House,  Llanidloes.  Telephone 
Llanidloes  244* 
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Homo  Help  Service  Tho  Home  Help  Service  still  continues  to 
provide  help  in  cases  on  application  to  tho  Supervisor:- 

Mrs*  K.  G-oodwin, 

County  Health  Department, 

Nowtown*  Telephone  Newtown  205* 

This  is  an  invaluablo  service  providing 
domestic  help  for  the  agod,  infirm,  during  homo  confinements  and 
in  other  casos  of  illnoss* 

Care  of  tho  Aged  This  service  is  provided  by  tho  Wclfaro 
Department  of  the  County  Council.  Llanidloes  is  indeed  fortunate 
in  having  a residential  homo  for  the  aged  at  Dol-llys,  which  is 
most  beautifully  situated  with  extensive  views  of  the  Severn 
Valley. 

Hospitals  Llanidloes  is  in  tho  Mid-Wales  Management  Committee 
Area  which  is  based  on  Aberystwyth.  Tho  Llanidloes  War  Memorial 
Hospital  has  16  beds,  ♦ 4 of  which  arc  for  midwifery. 

Sanatoria  Prom  this  aroa  patients  aro  admittod  to  the  local 
Hospital  and  to  tho  Cho st  Hospital  at  Machynlleth  and  to  Talgarth 
Sanatorium. 

Laboratory  Service  Use  is  mado  of  tho  laboratory  service  in  tho 
bacteriological  examinations  of  regular  samples  of  tho  Borough’s 
water  supply. 

Tho  laboratory  is  at  tho  Cardiganshire 
G-oncral  Hospital,  Aberystwyth.  Tclophono  Aberystwyth  216. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  The  County  Council  is  rosponsiblo 
for  this  SorvicoT 

Infant  Wolfaro  Clinics  are  hold  on  the  second  and  last 
Wednesdays  of  each  month  in  tho  afternoon  at  tho  Assembly  Rooms 
at  tho  Station.  Hero  valuable  advice  is  given  to  mothers  on 
f coding  problems  and  the  general  care  of  babies  and  young: 
children. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  is  carried  out  and  protection 
against  whooping  cough  is  also  offered  at  tho  Clinic.  Very  few 
cases  of  diphtheria  aro  notified  those  days  and  this  is  duo  to 
immunisation.  It  is  therefore  important  that  a high  rate  of 
immunisation  should  bo  maintained. 

Dental  Clinic  The  County  Council  now  employ  two  full  time  dental 
officers  and  clinics  are  held  at  the  Town  Hall,  Llanidloes  for  tho 
treatment  of  school  children. 
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Tubcrculosi  s The  service  is  control  loci  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

Dr.  G.  0.  Thomas,  the  Chest  Physician,  holds 
clinics  at  tho  local  Hospital  on  the  Saturday  boforo  the  last 
Tuesday  in  each  month  at  10.30  a.m. 

Vaccinati on  In  tho  Borough  vaccination  is  carried  out  by  tho 
local  General  Practitioners. 

Lymph  for  vaccination  against  small  pox  can  be 
obtained  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinics  are  heldj- 

(a)  1,  Belmont,  Shrewsbury : - 

Men:  Tuesdays  and  Fridays.  6 p.m.  to  8 p.m. 

Women:  Mondays  and  Wednesdays.  3*30  p.m.  to  5*30  p-.m. 

(b)  The  Dispensary,  Brook  Street,  Oswestry: - 

Men:  Thursdays*  1 p.m.  - 2 p.m. 

Women:  Thursdays  2 p.m.  - 3 p.m. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OR  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply  The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory.  Samples 
obtained,  throughout  the  year  proved  highly  satisfactory,  except 
for  two  samples  obtained  in  December  when  it  was  found  that  the 
Chlorination  Plant  was  not  functioning  properly.  A complete 
new  plant  was  installed  and  samples  have  since  been  of  the  usual 
high  quality. 

Schemes  were  prepared  by  the  Council1 s Consulting 
Engineers,  Messrs  Wallace  Evans  & Partners,  for  improving  the 
supplies  to  the  outlying  areas  of  the  Town,  and  the  final  scheme 
agreed  upon  is  now  under  consideration  by  the  Welsh  Office  of 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Drought  conditions  were  experienced  during  July, 
August  and  September,  and  on  the  29th  July  the  top  water  level 
of  the  Nantygeifr  Reservoir  began  to  fall,  and  Cwmpenllydan  was 
practically  empty.  By  the  end  of  August  the  top  water  level  had 
fallen  by  3* 10”  and  rationing  of  water  was  put  in  hand  by  turning 
off  the  supply  from  7*0  p.m.  until  7»0  a.m.  daily.  This  was 
continued  until  the  l6th  September  when  heavy  rain  caused  the 
Reservoirs  to  fill,  and  by  mid  October  both  Reservoirs  were 
again  full. 

Consumption  during  the  year  averaged  45  gallons 
per  head  per  day. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  A number  of  drains  and  sewers  were 
cleaned  during  the  year  and  regular  flushing  of  the  sewers 
maintained.  The  main  sewer  in  Smithfield  Street  was  ohoked  on 
two  occasions. 

Improvements  to  the  sewage  farm  wore 
completed,  the  pumping  station  at  the  Long  Bridge  constructed, 
and  most  of  the  pumping  units  installed. 

Public  Cloansing  Weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  was  carried 
out  and  tipping  continued  at  Penpontprcn,  Cwmbelan.  Unauthorised 
tipping  of  decaying  vegetable  matter  caused  some  nuisance  but 
after  warning  notices  were  erected  no  further  casual  tipping 
took  place. 

The  number  of  premises  from  which  r of use  was 
collected  increased  to  916,  and  the  volume  of  trade  refuse  also 
incre  ased . 

The  Borough  Roads  were  scavenged  regularly 
and  their  general  condition  was  satisfactory. 

Shops  and  Stalls  Regular  and  frequent  visits  have  been  paid 
to  premises  where  food  is  prepared  and  sold,  and  their  condition 
was  generally  good.  The  number  of  visits  made  was  109. 
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Butchers  shops  with  manufacturing  premises 2 

Butchers  shops  and  stalls 6 

Pried  fish  and  chip  shops 2 

Ice  cream  vendors .5 

Fishmongers 

DAIRIES 

Number  of  retailers  supplying  T.T.Milk 2 

" " M " Pasteurised  Milk 1 

SCHOOLS 

Thoro  is  one  Primary  and  Bi-lateral  school  in  tho  Btorough  and 
5 visits  were  paid  during  tho  year. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OP  THE  AREA  FOR  NUISANCES 

Inspections  mado 193 

Nuisances  found  .29 

Dirty  Houses 

Drains  choked  23 

Drains  defective 5 

W.C1  s defective 27 

Accumulation  of  r of use.  ....  1 

Overcrowding 2 

Informal  notices  sorvod  14 

" " complied  with 11 

Statutory  notices  sorvod 3 

FACTORIES.  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORK  PLACES 

Number  of  factories  registered 13 

H " workshops  " . 10 

” " workplaces  " Nil 

" " factory  bakehouses  3 

" " other  ” 1 

" ” inspections  made 6l 

" " defects  or  nuisances  found 3 

” " ” " ” remedied 3 

Housing  Report  11  traditional  houses  were  completed  during  tho 
year  and  eleven  houses  and  flats  are  under  course  of  construction 

Plans  for  a further  6 houses  were  approved  and 
negotiations  commenced  with  Messrs  Geo,  Walker  & Slater  Ltd  for 
their  construction. 
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Following  a survey  of  all  houses  in  the  Borough  under 
the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954?  it  was  found  that  179 
houses  wore  sub-standard  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  and  a 
scheme  for  developing  part  of  enclosure  128  on  the  Ordnance 
Survey  Map  for  slum  clearance  purposos  was  considered,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  20  houses  bo  constructed  in  1956  for  this  purpose. 

Markets  and  Slaughterhouses 


Markets  under  Council  control ,2 

Private  Slaughterhouses 1 


During  the  year  under  reviow  the  G-landwr  School  was 
purchased  by  tho  Council  and  converted  into  a Cattle  Mart.  This 
conversion  was  completed  in  October  and  the  first  salo  took  place 
on  October  2 2nd. 

Tho  Slaughterhouse  and  Market  arc  both  inspected 
weokly  and  animals  slaughtered  arc  inspected  on  tho  same  day. 


Carcases  Inspected 

Sheep 

and 


Cattle . 

Cows* 

Calves. 

Lambs. 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . 

142 

Nil 

9 

1124 

337 

Number  inspected 

122 

Nil 

7 

1064 

295 

Condemnations 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Nil 

“7 

3 

6 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  . 
Percentage  of  number 

• 34 

Nil 

Nil 

42 

10 

inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T.B. 

27-9 

Nil 

42.8 

3-9 

3-4 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  number  of 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

carcasos  inspected 
affected  with  T.B. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Tho  high  percentage  of  cattle  affected  with  disoase 
other  than  Tuberculosis  ms  duo  to  the  high  incidence  of  liver 
fluke  which  ms  prevalent  throughout  the  year. 
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